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which a young man can scarcely dispense with, He becomes
blas6. He can wait, and in the meantime can calmly review
womanhood passing before him until he discovers the
congenial parti. Then when the wedding comes along
the liaison is thrown over, This procedure is hardly profitable
to the character, moreover the lower type of relationship
tends to establish sexuality on a low level of development,
which can easily produce subsequent difficulties in marriage.
Or if the phantasies on this level are repressed, neurotics
are the outcome or, worse still, moral-zealots.
Homosexual relations between students of either sex are
by no means uncommon. So far as I am able to gauge this
phenomenon, I would say that these relationships are less
common with us, and upon the continent generally than in
certain other countries where the students (male and female)
live in colleges. I am now speaking not of actual homosexuals
who, as pathological figures are incapable of a real friendship
and, therefore, find no particular sympathy among normal
individuals, but of more or less normal yoting people who
feel such an enthusiastic friendship for each other that they
express their feeling also in a sexual form. In such cases it is
not just a matter of mutual masturbation, which in the earlier
phases of school and college life is the order of the day, but
rather of a higher, more spiritual form that deserves to be
called * friendship' in the classical meaning of the word.
When such a friendship exists between an older man and
a younger its educational importance is undeniable. A
slightly homosexual teacher, for instance, often owes a
brilliant educational capacity to his homosexual disposition.
Thus the homosexual relation between the older and the
younger can be of mutual advantage and have a real value
for life. An indispensable condition of the value of such a
relation is the loyalty and permanence of the friendship.
But only too easily is this the one condition that is omitted.
The more homosexual a man is, the more is he liable to
disloyalty, and to become a mere seducer of boys. Even

